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“Teach children to

report sexual abuse

PREVENTION Stringent security policies also need to be put in place, say activists

Prachi Pinglay

@ prachi.pinglay®hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: The arrest of a
Walkeshwar schoolteacher on

Monday for allegedly sodomising
a six-year-old student under-

OVER HALF OF CHILDREN IN INDIA FACE SEXUAL ABUSE

Major ﬁndmgs ofa 2007 study carried out by the mmlstry of women and child development

with the help of Umcef and child rights orgamsatlens Save the Chlld and Delhl-basedfprayas i e
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Arpan, an NGO that works to

protect children from sexual
- abuse, recently completed a six-

day personal safety workshop at position of trust and | ther atterto
Bombay Cambridge School, respenslbility T anyone
Andheri, and will start a similar g s o
Initiative in the city’s low-income | 2

group schools after Diwali. _
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by the ministry of women and
child development (see box),
53.22% of the 12,447 children
surveyed across 13 states said
that they had faced one or more
form of sexual abuse, but most
did not report it. Although abuse
is prevalent in all strata of soci-
ety, those most vulnerable
include children on the streets,
along with those made to work,
and the ones in institutional
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Pooja Taparia, founder and CEO
of Arpan. “Moreover, parents
-}~ need awareness and lcnewledge
on how to intervene appropri-
ately when abuse is reported.
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Schools sklr't sex educatlon debate
by opting for counselling, slideshows

Deepti Khera
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to child sexual abuse and many
have started conducting sessions
in which children and parents
are made aware about the issue.

“Cases of sexual harassment

e have full-time counsellor

DEEPSHIKHA SRIVASTAV,
principal, Rajhans Vidyalaya

dents from Eurokids, Versova,
had complained about a yoang

gramme wherein children are
taught about sex education,

is still a strongly debated issue.

.When asked if it should be made

mandatory, Srivastav said,
“Children are too young to under-
stand what is sexual and what is

Often, children feel uncomfort- have been on the rise in schools  teacher who allegedly taught asexual. But they can be taught

able about opening up because and younger children are more toddlers how to kiss. a let of things indirectly which

parents do not believe them.” vulnerable as they.may not be Following the incident, eanoth-  conveys the message better.”
Priti Patkar, director of abletoexpressthemselves”said er pre-school, Podar JumboKids, Activists, and survivors of

Prerna, an NGO which provides
shelter to children of commer-
cial sex workers, said schools

Deepshikha Srivastay, principal
of Rajhans Vidyalaya, Andheri.
“We have full-time counsellors

Santacruz, prepared a slideshow
on the difference between agood
touch’ and a ‘bad touch’ The

child sexual abuse have a dif-
ferent opinion on sex education.
“We need to understand the dif-

a media professional, who was
a victim of sexual abuse for 11

for so long. Sex education is the

need of the hour”

should screen their staff. who conduct sessions on good slideshow is shown to todilers’ ference between sex education ”
“Children may or may not retain ~ touch:and bad touch,” sheadded.”  parents, staffmembersandeven and pornography. Sex educa- i
safety training, but schools must Like Rajhans, other schools = bus attendants. Moreovar, all  tion will not provoke children |

have a child protection policy
and a dedicated mechanism to
receive complaints.”

have also responded to the

demand for such awareness. A
few months ago, parents of stu-

Central Board of Secordary
Education (CBSE) schools have
an adolescent development pro-

but will enable them to come up
the right words to indicate an
act of abuse,” said Harish Iyer,
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